





East Williston Cart at Stony Brook’s Melville Collection. 
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Stony Brook Carriage House 


A well printed, fully illustrated, 
skillfully compiled Catalogue of 
Vehicles on exhibition at The Car- 
riage House of The Suffolk Mu- 
seum at Stony Brook has come to 
hand. The 94-page booklet, pre- 
pared by Miss Magaret V. Wall, 
Museum director, represents not 
only a great amount of research 
but reflects a thorough apprecia- 
tion of the mighty important part 
played by horse-drawn vehicles in 
the island’s early history and that 
of colonial America as a whole. 

This Melville Collection of ve- 
hicles is especially appropriate to 
Long Island for it was on the 
Hempstead Plains that America’s 
first racetrack, Newmarket, was 
established in 1665. It is believed, 
too, that the country’s first pri- 
vately owned coach was imported 
about 1690 by Col. William (Tan- 
gier) Smith of Brookhaven town. 

Besides the many illustrations, 
with explanatory notes, the book- 
let contains a complete list of the 
vehicles in the collection, together 
with much more useful data. 
Among the Long Island carriage- 
builders mentioned are L.W. Valen- 
tine, Hempstead; East Williston 
Cart Co., Taylor & Schwartz, L. I. 
City; John Topfer & Son, Brook- 
lyn; George E. Gould, Lake Grove; 
Marlborough’s Sons, Brooklyn; J. 
Curley, Brooklyn and Coles, Bald- 
win & Bentley, Port Jefferson. 

William S. Pelletreau’s History 
of Long Island, Vol. III, page 198, 
refers as follows to Henry M. Wil- 
lis who designed and patented the 
East Williston Cart in 1890: 

“Mr. Willis is an_ inventive 
genius of no mean ability and has 
invented numerous articles which 
he has patented. He invented and 
patented a cart named by him, 
‘The East Williston Runabout 
Road Cart’, which is universally 
admitted to be the easiest riding 
cart in the world, and a marvel of 
Ingenuity, utility and simplicity. 
He erected a factory and manufac- 
tured about one thousand of these 
vehicles, for which he found a 
ready sale not only in this country 
but in Europe and South America. 
He then sold the patent for a con- 


Continued on page 188 
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“Ohe “Barrier “Beaches at Night 


THE beach at night is very 

little like the beach by 
day—really as different as 
day and night. It is impossible 
to know how true this is until 
one has actually observed it. 
The beach seems to have two 
lives. 

By day the waves wash up 
and down the strand, the 
dunes present a rolling land- 
scape, and the sunlight gives 
depth by shadows. Even a 
footprint has dimensions be- 
cause of the shadows. Each 
blade of grass is given body 
and substance in the light. 

At night the suds on the 
edge of the waves appear to 
slither over the sand, hesitate, 
and slip back down the slope. 
The dunes show in silhouette 
and their outline in repetition 
and sameness might just as 
well be a mountain range 
miles away. The folds and 
rolls of the dunes are flattened 
to present a two-dimensional 
surface, height and length. 
Unevennesses of the sand are 
not discernable nor are foot- 
prints evident. Strangely, 
moonlight does not seem to 
give either character or real- 
ness but, instead, accents the 
flatness. 


Jones Beach to the west of 
Parking Field No. 1, has been 
making up year after year as 
Jones Inlet moves westward 
from its original break-thru 
near the present Tower. This 
is young beach and its dunes 
have no age like the ancient 
dunes on Fire Island at 
Sunken Forest. Altho I think 
I know every square foot of 
this section of beach, I lose 
myself at night. 


The reason for losing myself 
at night is that the dunes out- 
lined against the sky are prac- 
tically the only markers to go 
by. The outline is the only 
part of a dune to show and all 
incidental rises of the sand 
are flattened. An old wagon 
trail and a few indefinite foot- 
paths are tremendously valu- 
able as night landmarks. 


J ulian Denton Smith 


At this point some readers 
are asking what is the writer 
doing on the beach at night. I 
guess they have a right to 
their question for surely one 
could wonder. In an amateur- 
ish, untechnical way it seems 
to me that beach flowers may 
be pollinated by night insects. 
Anyone who has been on the 
meadows, the bay or the 
beach after sundown knows 
that there are great quan- 
tities of insects in the air. A 
few attack man, but most are 
too busy on other business, 
and their businesses seem 
more extensive and pressing 
than by sunlight. The night- 
flying insects are almost per- 


ei 


fectly safe from becoming 
bird snacks, for the birds are 
in dreamland. 

So I try to learn what 
insects are found on what 
flowers at night and if those 
insects are capable of polli- 
nating the flowers. During the 
day I locate the plants whose 
flowers suggest being open at 
night and of possible interest 
to insects. The problem is to 
locate those same plants again 
in the dark when nothing in 
the neighborhood looks famil- 
iar or recognizable. I should 
hesitate to tell even my best 
friends some of the weird and 
fantastic schemes I hatch up 
to steer me after dark. 


It is nearly impossible to 
imagine how infinitely quiet 


— — ey 





Night Beach Patrol Flashing Coston Light 
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the dunes are at night. Frogs 
may interrupt the calm dur- 
ing the spring and early sum- 
mer. Cricket-like and locust- 
like chirpings may be heard in 
the late summer and fall. The 
surf seems far away and for- 
gettable. At times I have been 
conscious of the nearness of 
another person in the dark- 
ness, altho I could see none. 
Then I cup a match within my 
hands to light a cigarette. The 
stranger has invariably fol- 
lowed suit. After a few words 
each goes his way. It is re- 
markable how long it takes 
the eye to see again in the 
dark after having looked into 
the flame of a match. 


I have been caught in two 
night showers on the beach. 
Both had plenty of lightning 
and gave long warning so I 
could get back to the car. 
Each time I have waited for 
the rain. At home we hear a 
shower coming to us rattling 
and pattering on the leaves. 
In the city I have heard its 
approach in flurries of rain- 
drops splashing and dancing 
along the pavements. But on 
the beach there is another 
sound. 


Can you imagine a church 
filled with worshippers when 
the minister announces a 
hymn which is not on the 
order of service? Everyone 
reaches for a hymn book and 
starts thumbing thru the 
pages. The noise of the paper 
is the sound of the on-coming 
beach shower. It is a brittle, 
crackling, prickling wave of 
sound. As soon as the sand is 
wet the accompanying sound 
gives way to a splashing one 
and sand-laden drops bounce 
half way up to the knees. 

I always take care that I 
am not a high point on the 
beach during a thunder storm, 
for lightning loves that kind 
of target. The lightning is 
blinding and wild and points 
up every spear of grass and 
grain of sand. Thunder seems 
oppressive as there is nothing 
to break its roll or absorb its 
crash. Showers on the beach 
at night turn cold, and don’t 
let anyone tell you differently. 

Continued on page 195 


184 


OCTOBER 1955 








128 West Main Street 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Bank and Borrow 


AT 


THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


AND TRUST COMPANY 
°" BAY SHORE 
OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 6:30 TO 8 
Bay Shore, N. Y. 


Member Federal Reserve System 














Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 


Cougar 2F Sub Killer 
und the Albatross 


Tiger 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 
Vice President 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc. 


426 East 110th Street 


New York City 
LEhigh 4-2076 


Cedar Swamp Road 


Brookville, L. I. 
BRookville 5-0020 




















LONG ISLAND 


is located advantageously for light industry. 
Its suburban and rural areas offer ideal living 


conditions. 


Independent Textile Dyeing Co., Inc. 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 














OCTOBER 1955 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


““Oangier” Smith and SHis e7¥Canor 


THE Lordship and Manor 

of St. George was a ter- 
ritory which covered much of 
central Long Island in pro- 
vincial days. It was also a 
domain or Lordship, with 
power carefully defined in a 
document or ‘Patent’, its 
authority descending from 
William and Mary, King and 
Queen of England, directly to 
the patentee, Colonel William 
“Tangier” Smith. 

Smith held land in Brook- 
haven Town as early as 1687; 
his larger purchases began 
the next year. On May 16, 
1688, Thomas Dongan, Gov- 
ernor of the Province of New 
York, gave him a “Liberty and 
License to purchase from Ye 
Indians two necks of Land on 
Ye South Side of Long Island” 
. .. providing these were not 
already purchased. 

From the official position, 
the license was_ sensible: 
Smith had demonstrated his 
loyalty to the Crown in prior 
service in Africa, and Dongan 
could personally vouch for 
this becauge the two men had 
served there together for a 
time. Smith was well-re- 
spected for his reliability, 
legal aptitude and_intelli- 
gence; further, the Crown 
was deeply indebted to him 
for his services. Territory 
granted to Smith could be 
counted as assured in its loy- 
alty to the King, an all-im- 
portant consideration in pro- 
vincial days. 

For Smith, the license was 
the first of a series to be 
issued on this new continent, 
and they were to make him 
an impressive figure in his- 
tory and the Lord of “sundry 
tracts in Suffolk County... 
about fifty mites ia leagth,” 
similar as a Manor to Rensse- 
laerwyck, Cortlandt and the 
others, but the greatest: 
“Colonel Smith’s grant ... 
cost-him .. . but fifty dollars, 
and it is worth more than any 
other grant of them ll,” 


Chester G. Osborne 


Editor’s Note 


Mr. Osborne has been appointed 
by Trustees George C. and Hugh 
S. Furman of the Smith estate to 
examine, list and classify the nu- 
merous family documents in the 
one-time Manor of St. George, now 
the Tangier Smith Museum. No 
part of Long Island history has 
been more distorted by imagina- 
tive yarns than this colonial manor 
and its proprietors. Miss Kate 
Wheeler Strong, a Smith descen- 
dant, alone seems to have supplied 
authoritative data on the subject 
up to this time. 





wrote the Ear! of Bellomont 
in 1698. 

The beginning history of 
the Manor is also the history 
of the founder of the ‘Tan- 
gier Smith line. Colonel Smith 
was born in Newton, North- 
amptonshire, England, Feb. 2, 
1655. His father, another Wil- 
liam Smith, was a justice of 
the peace, and his mother a 
former maid-of-honor at the 
Queen’s court. She had enough 
influence in the reign of 
Charles II to secure the boy 
a post as page. 

In 1676 there are records 
of Smith as a juror. Then he 
went to Tangier, Africa, to 
seek his fortune, in the literal 
sense. He displayed a genius 
for picking up valuable pieces 
of real estate, and an equal 
talent for law and jurisdic- 
tion. In 1676 he became a 


“Judge to the Court Mer- 
chant’, and in rapid succes- 
sion, year by year, sometimes 
month by month, Councilman, 
Alderman, first Judge, acting 
with power of attorney for 
the “Corporation”, Surrogate, 
and on Nov. 11, 1682, was 
elected Mayor of Tangier. His 
title of Colonel was earned 
there; he was commissioned 
in the “Militia of Freemen of 
the City.” 

He was recalled when King 
Charles decided to abandon 
the place in 1683. Dongan 
came to America. Smith went 
to England: the suddenness 
of his recall had left him with 
some financial matters unre- 
solved—he had invested heav- 
ily. There is evidence that he 
was not completely impover- 
ished, for, according to Kate 
Wheeler Strong, he owned the 
first private coach in the pro- 
vince of New York. 

A letter from Lord Dart- 
mouth to the British Secre- 
tary of State, Oct. 27, 1683, 
sheds further light on the 
man and on the reasons why 
he was influential and would 
become even more so: “Among 
the many extraordinary cases 
that must be looked for in 
Services like this . . . (Dart- 
mouth was then Governor of 


Tangier) . . . that which re- 
lates to this Gentleman, Mr. 
Smith ... is one and in many 





Manorhouse, Now The Tangier Smith Museum 
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respects the most worthy of 
consideration.” 

Dartmouth relates that 

Smith is likely to suffer sev- 
ere losses as Tangier is given 
up “since he is the greatest 
Proprietor of the Place . 
In the service of his Majesty” 
Smith “exposed both his Es- 
tate and Credit very far, in 
the particular Support of the 
persons entrusted by the King 
with the care of his Hospitals 
there, for the relief of the 
sick and the Lame. . . You 
... Will be pleased . . .” on his 
application to “interpose it 
(to the King) on his behalf.” 
Smith’s “releef’’, Dartmouth 
concludes, “‘Lies wholly in his 
Majesty’s hands .. .” Smith 
entered a petition of his own. 
‘The “releef’” he gained were 
the privileges he received in 
America. 

In the meantime Smith had 
married in Tangier, Miss 
Martha Tunstall of Putney, 
Surrey, England. Through the 
years they had several child- 
ren who died in infancy, and 
several more who lived to 
earry on the name. It became 
“Tangier” Smith to differenti- 
ate the family from other 
Long Island Smith families. 

He and his family sailed to 
America from Ire!and in 1686. 
In the next year, Dongan (and 
in following years. several 
other governors) sought him 
for their councils, and he rose 
rapidly in legal rank to become 
the first chief justice of the 
province, and, as_ ranking 
member of the council, some- 
times serving as acting gov- 
ernor. 


His purchasing seems to 
have begun in 1687. There are 
two records for that year; one 
was definitely in Brookhaven 
Town, on “Little Neck.” 
Other purchases followed the 
grant or license of 1688—a 
series of deeds, many of which 
still exist in the original, some 
from colonists, others directly 
from the Indians. The 1693 
Patent made him not only a 
land owner but a Lord with 
power to hold court-leet and 
court-baron, making the Man- 
or a “little Kingdom’’, where- 
in the absolutism of the 


1&b 


Crown was personally repre- 
sented, relatively free from 
other jurisdiction, including 
that of province and even of 
Parliament. 

At its greatest extent, un- 
der another patent, and in 
other deeds, the Manor 
stretched almost completely 
(around a few other grants 
and areas) from Mastic Beach 
on the south shore east to 
Southamptca town and on 
the north to near Southold 
town. While Colonel Smith 
held such territory and the 
power of a Lord, there is no 
evidence that he was anything 
but a good administrator and 
gentle in character, even dem- 
ocratic, for the age. He worked 
closely with his friend Don- 
gan, the “best provincial gov- 
ernor New York ever had”; 
he showed an almost paternal 
interest in country affairs. 
Perhaps the best measure of 
the man is that he was “the 
only member of the council 
who was opposed to the Leis- 
lerlians and their plottings” 
Leisler will be remembered 
only in infamy as a bigot and 
a tyrant who for a time tried 
to usurp control of the pro- 
vince. 

In his later years, Colonel 
Smith spent most of his time 
at his house on the north 
shore; he died in 1704, and 
the terms of his will divided 
the property among his chil- 
dren. 


Liked John Tooker’s story on 
The Cuttings of Great River. Visi- 
tors to the Bayard Cutting Ar- 
boretum should be handed reprints 
of it. It’s nice to read of the good 
people who made the arboretum 
—— J.G.R. Davis, Newark, 
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“Owo Gishermen of 1895 


‘THE fishing smack Louise, 

Captain Wm. H. Tuthill, 
of East Marion, L. I., dropped 
anchor in the lee of Gardiners 
Island, just off of Tobacco 
Lot. It was in the late sum- 
mer of 1895. A stiff N. W. 
breeze drove us in off of the 
fishing banks. 

Irving W. Tuthill, the Cap- 
tain’s son, and the writer of 
this story gained permission 
from the Skipper to leave the 
vessel for a few hours. For 
relaxation we took a walk of 
three miles over the hills and 
fields to the Gardiner Man- 
sion House. 

We were interested in look- 
ing over the stockfarm, sheep, 
cattle, hogs and poultry; also 
the wheat and corn fields. 


Mr. John Lyon Gardiner, 
owner and proprietor of the 
entire Island, was very inde- 
pendent in that he was able 
to supply his own table with 
an abundance and quite a 
variety of excellent food; also 
for his servants and farm 
hands. 

Quite a sizable colony looked 
to him for a living. Mr. Gar- 
diner successfully managed 
the Island as a small kingdom, 
or like a southern plantation. 

As a gentleman farmer he 
provided wheat for bread, 
cornmeal for hoe’ cake; beef, 
pork, lamb and poultry, vege- 
tables of all kinds. Milk, but- 
ter, cheese, fruit and the best 
of berries. He stored his own 
ice from a nearby pond, for 
refrigeration. Plenty of wild 
ducks, fish, clams and eels. As 
I see it, the Gardiners needed 
the outside world only for 
clothing, medicine, sugar and 
salt. 

While we were busy looking 
over the farm, a messenger 
from Mr. Gardiner informed 
us that he was very anxious 
about his daughter and a sis- 
ter (or possibly she was Miss 
Sarah Gardiner, a niece, until 
her recent death owner of the 
Island) who were over on 
Fire Place Point and very 


Capt. Eugene S. Griffing 


desirous of getting to the 
Island. The smoke signal had 
been going up in the air since 
early morning, and it was 
then eleven A. M. 

The regular boatmen did not 
want to undertake the cross- 
ing in the face of a heavy sea 
and the N. W. breeze which 
was blowing hard. 

Mr. Gardiner must have 
had a high regard for the 
ability of fishermen in gen- 
eral, for he did not know 
either of us personally. We 
were very happy to undertake 
the assignment. 

His boatman took us down 
to the harbor where the boat 
was moored. We found a very 
seaworthy, round bottom, 
centerboard boat 18 ft. over- 
all, two masts with mutton 
leg sails, no jib or decking, 
just a washboard. 

We immediately reefed the 
fore and mainsails, and 
started for Fire Place Point. 
This was approximately a five- 
mile crossing of the southerly 
end of Gardiners Bay. 

We were close hauled and 
on the starboard tack with 
plenty of spray coming over 
the weather rail. 

Irving (an excellent boat- 
man) was at the tiller, as he 


was two years my senior. A 
very rough crossing for so 
small a boat, but as we neared 
the Point it smoothed out 
nicely. Our passengers had 
been watching us_ through 
their binoculars as we came 
across the bay. 

We made the landing, 
dressed up the boat a bit; 
then we were ready to take 
aboard our passengers. 

We _ introduced ourselves 
and stood for the severe ap- 
praisal, which was made of 
us, as we straightened up for 
the inspection. Unpressed 
trousers, blue flannel shirts 
open at the throat, maybe to 
the bosom, heavy  brogan 
shoes, no hats. 

Both ladies were quick to 
grasp the situation, knowing 
that Mr. Gardiner would not 
have sent a couple of boys, 
one 18 years of age, the other 
16, unless he knew they were 
competent boatmen. 

On our return trip to the 
Island, running free with the 
wind on our quarter, we made 
a quick crossing. 

Several times we were hit 
pretty hard with a following 
sea and spray. Miss Gardiner 
was a bit timid and suggested 
that I should pull up the cen- 
ter board. Just what this was 


Continued on page 194 
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Stony Brook Carriage House 
Continued from Page 182 


siderable sum. He has invented a 
pipe which he has patented in all 
the countries of the world and 
which is pronounced the acme of 
cleanliness and _ perfection. His 
‘twin screw hairpin’ is another 
product of his fertile brain, which 
will revolutionize the entire hair- 
pin trade. Among other numerous 
inventions are a potato digger, a 
contrivance for opening and shut- 
ting gates while in a wagon, a 
model invention for a_ poultry 
house, and self-closing adjustments 
for gates and doors. His farm is 
equipped with some of his inven- 
tions, and is indeed a model farm”. 


Tree Grows in Oyster Bay 


“Early Quakers and Mighty 
Oaks” by Robert R. Coles in the 
August Forum was of great in- 
terest. The photo with caption 
“White Oak at Quaker Meeting 
House, Locust Valley” was parti- 
cularly instructive. The same pic- 
ture was published in the Decem- 
ber 1951 issue of the Forum over 
the caption “White Oak at Oyster 
Bay’. So this magnificent tree has 
moved about six miles in the last 
three and one-half years. 

Peter L. Santvoord Glen Cove 


The Forum pleads guilty to the 


E. CLAYTON SMITH 
Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 
Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 


Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
_—" Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








POWELL | 


Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 


Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 














Monumental Work 
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Locust Valley Oak 


Photo by Robert R. Coles 


error. The tree belongs to Oyster 
Bay, several of whose residents 
also wrote us on the mistake. 
Herewith we show the real white 
oak at the Quaker Meeting House 
in Locust Valley, from a recent 
photo by Mr. Coles. Editor. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-1688 AM 4-3140 














Schrafel Motors, Inc. 
NASH Sales and Service 
NEW and USED CARS 

Merrick Road, West Amityville 
Leo F, Schrafel AM 4-23 06 














I have been borrowing issues of 
the Forum from a friend and enjoy 
reading them very much. However, 
there are many articles I would 
like to have kept for reference. 
To make this possible in the fu- 
ture I am enclosing check for a 
year’s subscription. Irma Reed, 
Patchogue. 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1 to5 P.M. 
Sponsored by 
HALLERAN AGENCY 
Realtors Flushing, N.Y. 








First Mortgage Loans 


Phone FArmingdale 2-2000 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


Insured Savings 








2:% Dividend 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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cA “Orip to St. Louis 


[X these days, with trains, 

airplanes and motors, a 
trip to St. Louis is an easy 
jaunt. It was quite another 
matter when in 1850 a young 
wife was summoned to break 
up her Setauket home and 
with her children leave for 
St. Louis as soon as possible. 
Two years before, her hus- 
band had answered an urgent 
call for ships’ carpenters 
there. Now, finding business 
profitable, he wanted his fam- 
ily to join him. 

Imagine the excitement of 
Charlie, aged four, when 
people from miles arourd 
flocked to their house, all 
their possessions being sold to 
the highest bidder. Emily at 
two and a half could not actu- 
ally remember the trip but, 
having heard it repeated maz y 
times, here is the tale as told 
to me by Mrs. Emily Hop- 
kins of East Setauket. 


After the auction they 
drove to Stony Brook and 
there took a packet for New 
York. Friends there found an 
escort to accompany them as 
far as Cincinatti. There was 
no direct route West then, and 
so from New York they took 
steamboat to Albany. Sud- 
denly people yelled and the 
boat jarred to a stop. A man 
and a boy in a small skiff had 
been drawn under the boat 
and were drowned in spite of 
the crew’s efforts to rescue 
them. 


At Albany they took the 
New York Central to Buffalo. 
A rocky road it was in those 
days. So it was a weary little 
family that boarded the lake 
steamer at Buffalo for Dunk- 
irk. One of those terrific 
Great Lakes storms arose. 
Although the steamer did rot 
sink, many of the passengers 
wished it would and end their 
misery. At Dunkirk no one 
could bear to think of food, 
and hurried on to the train 
for Cincinatti. Soon everyone 
grew hungry but there was 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


nothing to eat on the train! 

However, help was in sight 
in the shape of a cow and a 
calf wandering down the 
track. They held to their 
rights and the engine left the 
tracks. What happened to that 
cow and calf history does not 
say but the meat was not 
wasted. While waiting for the 
wrecking crew the passengers 
found a farmhouse. Never had 
ham and eggs and coffee 
tasted so good. The engine was 
soon back on the tracks and 
they reached Cincinatti in 
time to get berths on the river 
boat. 

At last the weary mother 
thought she and her little ones 
could find rest as the boat did 
not leave until morning. But 
soon the cry of fire was heard. 
However, they were told to 
stay in their berths, and a 
little later were informed 
that the fire was out. Next 
morning the boat started 
down the river towing a raft 
loaded with barrels of whis- 
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in 1550 


key. Later a passenger steam- 
er hit the raft, knocking the 
barrels into the river. 

There was great excitement 
as they chased the barrels 
hither and yon, but they 
never gave up until they got 
them all. Ahead lay another 
place called the Graveyard of 
Ships where many flats made 
a menace for passing vessels. 
Here, indeed, the ship was 
caught but finally got away 
without damage. 

And so at last they reached 
St. Louis and began a new life 
in that far western town 
where long-horned cattle were 
driven through the streets by 
cowboys and the real frontier 
was not far away. 





I don’t want to miss a - ingle 
copy of the Forum as I find so 
many many interesting articles 
pertaining to L. I. and to my home 
town, Sag Harbor, so keep it com- 
ing and best wishes. H. N. Ford- 
ham, Santa Ana, California. 


Mrs. Sawyer and I enjoy read- 
ing the Forum very much. Elmer 
J. B. Sawyer, Riverhead. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


9) Broadway Tel. Hicksville 600 





Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











RICHARD T. MAYES 
REALTOR 
East Norwich, L.I. 
Phone OYster Bay 6-0025 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Quaker Slave Owners 


I have just finished Robert 
Coles’ “Early Quakers and Mighty 
Oaks” (August Forum). The his- 
tory of The Society of Friends has 
always been an inspirational sub- 
ject to me. Presently I am reading 
“The Journals of John Woolman”, 
Quaker, and just finished his ac- 
count of his numerous visits and 
meetings in Long Island communi- 
ties. 

I was interested to learn through 
the Woolman journal (1720-1742) 
that early Quakers owned slaves. 
However, they were the first 
whose conscience lead them to re- 
ject the institution. John Woolman 
expresses his feeling on the sub- 
ject of slave-holding in a christian 
society: 

“Sometime after, a young man 
of our Society spoke to me to write 
an instrument of slavery, (trans- 
fer of property) he having taken a 
Negro into his house. After a short 
prayer I told him I was not easy 
to write it, for though many peo- 
ple kept slaves in our Society as 
well as others, and seemed easy 
in it, I however could not see it to 
be right, and craved to be excused 
from it. I spoke to him in good- 
will and he told me that keeping 
slaves was not clearly agreeable 
to his mind, but that the slave 
was a gift to his wife from some 
of her friends, and so we parted.” 

We will be waiting for more his- 
tory of Quakerism on Long Island. 

Mrs. Andrus T. Valentine 
Cold Spring Harbor 


Ist Bench Show at Hempstead 

Last February the Westminster 
Kennel Club staged the ccuntry’s 
biggest indoor dog show in Madi- 
son Square Garden. Although this 
Westminster event is the oldest 
consecutive bench show in the 
country, having been staged with- 
out a break since 1877, the honor 
of holding America’s first bench 
show goes to Hempstead on our 
own Long Island. in 1874 or three 
years before Westminster came 
into being. 

As far as is known there were 
no pedigrees in the canine world 
in those days and the dogs were 
anything but purebred. The records 
show that there were no particular 
rules for the exhibitors, which at 
times became slightly shady, and 
also that the judges were not al- 
together fair and unbiased. All this 
was changed in 1884 when the Na- 
tional Bench Show Association, 
later the Westminster Kennel Club, 
was formed. 

_ Although there are over 22 mil- 
lion dogs in America today, only 
one-third of them are purebred, or 
qualified show dogs. Since the first 
show in Hempstead in 1874 many 
champions have come from Long 
Island and this year is no excep- 
tion. Champion Silver Spray of 
Continued on next page 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
185 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 








Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. dunt. 176 








Wyandanch 





HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Yel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 
Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 


Telephone GLen Cove 4-0491 
Bay Shore 




















Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 


83 E.Main,BayShore 7-0876 & 0877 
Central Islip eS 








ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 








W. E. MAGEE, Inc. 


Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 


Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON €O. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 





Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 


Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 














East Norwich 
RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 

North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


" BENJ.T. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 


EAST /JETAUKET 
— island, New York 
21.101 Setauket | 

















Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















Continued from page 191 
Wychwood, a Samoyed owned by 
Bernice B. Ashdown of Manhasset, 
which won the best of breed at 
Westminster, and Champion Alfon- 
co von der Goldenen Kette, a stan- 
dard Poodle, owned by the Penny- 
worth Clairedale Kennel of Hamp- 
ton Bays, are in there pitching 
for us. 

Horace K. T. Sherwood 

Long Beach, Cal. 


Horseshoe Crabs, Ete. 


The interesting article in the 
May Forum on Horseshoe Crabs by 
Julian Denton Smith brought to 
mind a reference to that crustacean 
in a false and ridiculous statement 
in a book about New York and 
Long Island published in 1940. This 
was “New York—A Guide to the 
Empire State.” It was a writers’ 
project sponsored by the New York 
State Historical Association, dur- 
ine the depression era. 

Under the title “Plant and Ani- 
mal Life”, page 42, the following 





is set forth in all seriousness. “The 


{sland 
fauna, 


waters surrounding 
abound with a 
notably the flounder, horseshoe 
crab, and starfish, the last of 
which feeds on oysters and clams.” 

This amazing and fanciful re- 
duction to three of Long Island’s 
widely known and popular edible 
fish—striped-bass, bluefish, weak- 
fish, seabass, porgies, pollock, 
tuna, swordfish, ete — stirred up 
bitter criticism by commercial and 
sports fishermen, the island and 
metropolitan newspapers, and the 
State Legislature. 

1 trust the sponsors will now 
appreciate Mr. Smith’s factual and 
scientific description of the inedi- 
ble Horseshoe Crab. 

Meade C. Dobson, 
Kew Gardens 


Long 
salt-water 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 








Wantagh 





Ww. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 





Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Garden City 





BULKLEY g [[ORTON (0. 


EST oar) VY (REALTOrS) 
FOFPICES) 


““Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization™’ 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








‘*The Fame Behind the Name”’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


PAtchogue 3-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 IVanhoe 1-s8''0 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEliport 7-0604  STony Brook 7-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 

home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Su*olk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





Word of Praise 


The magazine is delightful to all 
Long Islanders. (Mrs.) Louise 
Hewlett Patterson, Lawrence. 

Note: Mrs. Patterson and broth- 
er, the late Arthur T. Hewlett, in 
1948, gave their ancestral home, 
Rock Hall, at Lawrence, to the 
town of Hempstead which main- 
tains it as a museum. Built about 
1768 by Josiah Martin, is was pur- 
chased in 1824 by Mrs. Patterson’s 
grandfather. 


It is a very wonderful magazine 
which is most interesting. (Miss) 
Louise Hay, Shelter Island. 


Miller Place 
ALFRED E. BEYER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Member, Suffolk Real Estate Board 
North Country Road Miller Place 
Tel. POrt Jefferson 8-1204 


ls . cae 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Robert A. Dodd 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 


RAYMOND A.SWEENEY 
66 Merrick Rd., Copiague AMityville 4-1961 














Real Estate Insurance | 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














GLEN FLOORS 


FRED CAPOBIANCO 
Broadloom - Linoleum 
Tile 
Shades and Blinds 


BABYLON GLEN COVE 
HICKSVILLE 
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New York Blaze of 1835 


A friend has supplied a copy of 
a letter which was found among 
his family papers. It was written 
by one Tom, addressed to a friend, 
and evidently had been sent from 
New York just before Christmas 
in the year 1835. It reads with 
some changes I have made for 
clarification, in part as follows: 

“Everything here in the city was 
froze up when the fire started (on 
Wednesday, December 16) about 
9.00 in the evening at 25 Merchant 
street. Soon as I heard the bell in 
city hall I knowed we was in for 
it with the mercury down around 
15 below and the water systems all 
froze. By the time me and George 
got as near as Hanover street it 
looked like as if the whole city 
was doomed. 

“We just stood there and 
watched one building after another 
get caught while the fire engines 
and hose all froze up. Inside an 
hcur there was more than three 
dozen buildings blazing. We had to 
back up for the heat and sparks 
and smoke as the fire got to Water 
street. By midnight everything was 
gone on Water, Front and South 
streets from Pearl street to the 
river. Then the Merchants Ex- 
change at Wall and Hanover went, 
including the post office in the 
basement. 

“Somebody was playing’ the 
organ in the Garden Street Church 
and I heard later they was burned 
when it caved in. It must have been 
about four o’clock when they be- 
gan blowing up buildings to stop 
the blaze which was finally done 
before it got to Broad street. 

“George and me went home be- 
fore daybreak but I read all about 
it next day in the Evening Post. 
Maybe you seen it yourself. It 
wasn’t till around noon that the 
fire was over. The Post says 654 
buildings was destroyed and not 
much insurance. This is a_ sad 
Christmas here in New York.” 

Thus wrote the man named Tom 
just before the Holidays in 1835. 
Although the Croton Water Sys- 
tem was completed in 1842 and the 
big reservoir where the public li- 
brary now stands was supplying 
water underground to all parts of 
the city, another disastrous con- 
flagration occurred three years 
later near the first one, killing four 
firemen and 26 others. 

T. R. B., Levittown 


I think the so-called Wells home- 
stead at Southold, in the June For- 
um, would be more properly called 
the Israel Peck home, he having 
built it many years ago. Cora W. 
Albertson, Forest Hills. 





We think the Forum is tops in 
our magazine program. Wilbur S. 
Stakes, M.D., Patchogue. 


LONG ISLAND 


Silligert, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 


Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7-3646. 








LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. L. 
fais Documents, 
580 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 


Mais 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














BELLPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street BEliport 7-0143 














Over 100 Years 


f 


DEPENDABLE 


SERVICE 
TO 
LONG ISLANDERS 





Everything tor Building 














Naksau Suffolk 


LUMBER & SUPPLY 


AMITYVILLE ROSLYN 
HUNTINGTON SMITHTOWN 
LOCUST VALLEY WANTAGH 
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Great River ‘Was “Youngsport 


"THERE are many pretty 

little hamlets on Long 
Island, some of them hidden 
in secluded spots off the main 
highways, known only to the 
relatives and friends of those 
who live there, and found oc- 
casionally by venturesome 
tourists who turn into a shady 
road and wonder what they 
will find at the end. 

Great River in the Town of 
Islip is one of those places, 
and is reached by turning 
south from Route 27A a short 
distance east of Heckscher 
State Parkway. A short drive 
along that road and a glimpse 
through the trees of sparkling 
water prepares the tourist for 
the scene soon to appear be- 
fore him as the river and the 
modest homes of the hamlet 
come into full view. 


The river, known in earlier 
times by the Indian name of 
Conetquot, rises in the woods 
to the north, flows south be- 
tween the former Vanderbilt 
mansion of Idle Hour and the 
Cutting homestead called 
Westbrook, then turns south- 
east towards the Great South 
Bay into which it empties at 
Timber Point. Along the east- 
ern shore is a road built by 
William K. Vanderbilt that 
crosses a canal by a bridge, 
and terminates at a small 
house on the river built to re- 
semble an inn with a steaming 
tea kettle for a sign. 


The river road by which one 
enters the hamlet is quite 
high above the western bank, 
and at the southern end it 
turns almost at right angles 
to the west. The Trinity Sea- 


side Home, Emanuel Church, 
and most of the homes are on 
these roads with a few on 
shorter streets that branch 
off from them. In addition to 
the homes on the western por- 
tion of the road are three 
small buildings, a former 
Methodist Church, a fire 
house, and the post office, the 
latter building so small that a 
half dozen people would 
crowd it. 

On the bay near the mouth 
of the river is a large tract of 
land called Timber Point. It 
was once a farm owned by 
William Nicoll, later serving 
as private estates, and still 
later as the home of a political 
club. To the southwest of 
Timber Point is a large neck 
of land once called Great Neck, 

Continued on page 197 








MORTGAGE MONEY 
HOME OWNERS 





Mortgage Loans to refinance existing mortgages 


or to purchase and/ or renovate homes 











INDIVIDUAL MORTGAGE HOLDERS 


Existing mortgages purchased or refinanced 


RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 
RIVERHEAD, 


N. Y. 


RIVERHEAD 8-3600 














193 


ont ay 








LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Two Fishermen 


Continued from page 187 


supposed to do, I did not 
know; possibly she thought it 
might stop the boat’s rolling. 

When they became rather 
interested in conversation 
with the helmsman, I man- 
aged to drop the centerboard 
unnoticed, for we needed this 
to keep from making too much 
leeway, thus necessitating 
the trimming of sheets and 
heading up into the wind with 
rough seas coming over the 
port side. 

Upon landing we received 
the warm and grateful thanks 
of the Gardiner family. 

As we made our way over 
the hills to join our shipmates 
we began to worry a bit, for 
it was nearly dark. We could 
see in the distance that the 
smack was about ready to 
sail. Hove up short to her 
anchor, the Captain wanted to 
get back on the fishing banks. 
The N. W. breeze had died 
down as it so often does at 
sunset. 

We received a stiff repri- 
mand from the Captain. He 
had consented to our going 


ashore for’ several hours, 
which we had lengthened to 
all day. 


If he had sailed away and 
left us on the beach it would 
have been a punishment we 
well deserved. 


The Long Island Forum is won- 
derful. Mrs. Howard P. Corwith, 
Green Village, N. J. 








TEST-PROVED 
ENITH 


® 
ROVAL-T"’: 
HEARING AID 


Priced at less than 
¥ as much, but per- 
formance- proved 
equal to 5 leading 
competitive aids 
averaging $268! 


COME IN FOR TEST DETAILS 








Price includes air 
conduction receiver 
and stock earmold. 


PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS 


18 Deer Park Ave. Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-0927 


Forum Articles Cited 


Among the articles listed in the 
quarterly of the New York His- 
torical Association as being of 
special interest to its members are 
the following from the April, May 
and June numbers of the Long 
Island Forum: 

By Robert R. Coles: Local 
Weeklies of Long Ago, and My 
Grandfather’s Diary. 

By H. P. Horton: Major Thomas 
Wickes, Patriot. 

By Dr. John C. Huden: Cocke- 
noe-de-Long Island. 

By Marion F. Overton: Romance 
and Marriage of 1722. 

By Julian Denton Smith: Horse- 
shoe Crabs Are Oldtimers. 
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L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 


WANTED to buy in good ccn- 
dition: “Records of the Town of 
Brookhaven, Books A, B and C’’. 
Frank Tooker, 160 Varick Street, 
New York City. 











The 
Bank of Amitpvelle 


Incorporated 1891 
2% on Special Interest Accounts Compounded Quarterly 
Hours: 9:00 to 3:00 except Saturdays 
Friday Eenings 6:00 to 8:00 


Member Federal! Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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DRY CLEANING 


RUG CLEANING 


Amitqville Lawnduy 


FUR STORAGE 


AMITYVILLE 4-3200 














Broadway and Avon Place 


Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 
Electric Motors — Rewinding and Rebuilding 


AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Inc. 
Phones 1174 - 2095 


Amityville 














Blomquist Laundry 


COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 


11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 














RECORDS 


RCA-Columbia- Decca 
Wide Selection of 
POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 


AMITY RADIO 
For Quality Service on TV 
Onthe Triangle A Mityville 4-1177 
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Barrier Beaches 

Continued from page 184 
They will start off warm bhbe- 
cause heated air forms the 
forward edge of the shower. 
They quickly cool and can 
slap with the force and invig- 
oration of a cold, needle-point 
bathroom shower. It is not 
easy to stay prone while out- 
lasting a shower, but when it 
is gone, a dip in the ocean 
quickly washes off the sand 
and restores the body tem- 
perature. 


I have not yet been on the 
beach at night when it was 
too black to see the line of 
breakers. Light seems to come 
from somewhere even on the 
thickest, darkest nights. Nor- 
mally our shore lights and the 
glow from the sky above the 
city dimly illumine the beach. 
Summer starlight helps, altho 
it is weak in comparison to 
the light of the winter stars. 


There is another kind of 
light visible at times in the 
water and the wet sand near 
the waves. This appears as 
little globes or spots of phos- 
phorescent light in the water. 
More of this is present when 
jelly-fish are around. When 
this same light appears in the 
wet sand, every footfall is 
marked in a pale, greenish, 
wavering brightness. Some- 
times the light does not fade 
as soon as the foot pressure is 
removed. Then it is possible 
to watch your own footsteps 
marked in light fifteen or 
twenty paces in back. I believe 
I have seen this same glim- 
mering in seaweeds in the bay 
during late summer. 


Fog plays tricks with 
sounds along the beach. Lis- 








PETERS 


Delicatessen 


Tel. Amityville 4-1350 


176 Park Ave. Amityville 














ten to the bell buoy at the 
entrance to Jones Inlet on a 
foggy night. It is dead, hangs 
close to the water and comes 
up on the beach as though the 
buoy had torn loose and was 
riding the waves just offshore. 
On a clear night the sound 
comes fresh and clear and 
irom exactly the right spot; 
no distortion of either pitch 
or direction. 


Fog alters lights, too. This 
summer on the evening of 
August 6th I came from the 
Boardwalk Restaurant at the 
Mall. The flood lights near the 
top of the Tower were shin- 
ing directly up into thick fog. 
It created the gentlest, soft- 
est, diffused glow for an 
eighth of a mile around the 
Tower. It was the first time 
I had ever felt really bathed 
in light. That was certainly 
the sensation. I think the 
same lights bring the same 
glow in a snow storm. 


Winter nights on the beach 
are exciting things. There are 
no insects or flowers to find 
and study, altho I have seen 
one of the native beach plants 
in bloom on New Year’s Day 
at Tobay Beach. The plant 
grew on the south side of a 
dune on the first row of dunes 
nearest the water. The flow- 
ers had to take care of their 
own pollination as no off- 
season, day- or night-flying 
insects were around to give 
aid in January. 


The colder, wilder and more 
hectic the winter night, the 
better the frostfishing. Frost- 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


fishing always seems like 
shoplifting to me. I have 
picked up something I have 
not done a single thing to 
earn except to be at the right 
place at the right time. Just 
because a fish has gotten him- 
self stuck on the beach be- 
tween waves seems little ex- 
cuse for me to pounce on him, 
pick him up, drop him in my 
sack, and soon thereafter pre- 
pare him to grace my dining 
table the next day. But this is 
frostfishing—an old Long Is- 
land institution from away 
back! 


I always enjoy hearing 
spray fly on winter nights. At 
the instant enormous waves 
are curled to break, a north- 
west wind will get underneath 
the crest and fling it back- 
wards. The showers of spray 
ride the wind for perhaps a 
hundred feet settling down in- 
to the sea all the way. The 
sound of the thousands of 
drops returning to the water 
is crispy, icy and tinkling, like 
shattering glass. 

Nights are interesting on 
the beach and very different 
from the day. 





Old Bennett House 


I do enjoy the Forum so much. 
Have just read Mrs. Slaterbeck’s 
letter in the September issue. She 
was a neighbor of mine for thirty 
years when I lived in Flatbush and 
still keep in touch. The old Dutch 
Bennett home was just a few blocks 
from my home and I have been in 
it several times. I believe it is still 
standing. 

Mrs. O. W. Pridham 
Elmont 











CHARTERED 1889 


MORTGAGE LOANS 








FOREST HILLS OFFICE 
9 STATION SQUARE - AT FOREST HILLS INN 


SAVINGS ACCOUNTS | 


Safety of your Saings insured up to $10,000 


COLUMBIA SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
93-22 JAMAICA AVENUE 
WOODHAVEN 21, N. Y. 

VIRGINIA 7-7041 


SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES 
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Designer in the Far West 


From out of the West a few 
years ago a tall, stately, slim and 
attractive girl, the fashion model 
type, came to study design and 
clothing construction at the Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion. Now she 
is creating clothes for women over 
more than half of the United 





Mary Champ 


States and she is doing it right in 
her home state of Utah. 

The fashion industry is nation- 
wide nowadays, as widespread as 
is the interest in being well- 
dressed. Designing and manufac- 
turing are going on all over the 
country, for this big industry is 
no longer corralled in such large 
and publicized centers as New 
York, St. Louis, Dallas, and Los 
Angeles. 

When Mary Champ, the heroine 
of this story, finished her course 
at the Traphagen School, which is 
located in New York at 1680 
Broadway (52d St.), she planned 
to stay in that city and start her 
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career but circumstances took her 
home to Logan, Utah. Undaunted 
and feeling that a career is where 
you make it, Miss Champ soon 
had a job with Intermountain 
Knitting Mills in Ogden, makers 
of Jedwins Originals. They’re 
Mary’s originals now . . . she is 
pictured here wearing one. She 
has been designer at Intermoun- 
tain for over two years, introduced 
many innovations and business is 
booming. 





Designs 


By 
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If any young aspirants to ca- 
reers as designers are looking for 
a word of advice, Mary Champ has 
it for them. “If you plan to enter 
the field of fashion design,” she 
says, “go to Traphagen School and 
learn the construction of clothing 
and how to make the patterns too. 
No matter how beautiful a design 
or garment is, it is the fit of the 
finished product that makes it 
right.” 


3 
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With Convenience 
OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY 
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Great River 
Continued from page 193 


on which in 1874 J. Neale 
Plumb built an imposing man- 
sion and farm buildings, and 
called his estate Deer Range. 
In 1886 George C. Taylor built 
his home west of Deer Range. 
Both mansions have been de- 
molished and the land on 
which they stood is now part 
of Heckscher State Park. 

Great River has not always 
been called by that name. A 
boat builder named Erastus 
Youngs had a yard there in 
1850, and for over thirty years 
it was known as Youngsport. 
South shore papers carried 
that name at the head of news 
columns, and old _ residents, 
not only of Great River but of 
neighboring villages, contin- 
ued to so call it long after it 
became Great River. 

The population of Great 
River, at one time consisting 
mostly of baymen and their 
families, has seldom exceeded 
150 although a recent census 
gives the number as 203 which 
may include people living in 
new homes built in recent 
years in the woods to the west 
and north. 


At one time there were two 
churches in the community, 
the Episcopal, named Eman- 
uel, and the Methodist previ- 
ously referred to. The original 
Methodist building burned 
down in March 1874, and the 
one now standing was built 
on the site with the proceeds 
of the insurance ($250) which 
was promptly paid. It has not 
been used as a church since 
some time in the 1880s, and at 
last accounts the Episcopal 
Church was using it as a par- 
ish house. 

The one thing above all 
others that impresses the visi- 
tor to this pretty little hamlet 
is the peace and quietness that 
prevails as though the busy 
world of toil and strife was far 
away. That may explain why 
a few men in comfortable fin- 
ancial circumstances have 
built homes there. One, a re- 
tired Episcopal clergyman 
named Adams, had a large 
home containing a_ private 
chapel built in the northern 


part of the hamlet between 
the road and river. It was built 
in the 1890s by a local con- 
tractor, J. E. Van Orden, who 
also built the first railroad 
station for Great River in the 
fall of 1897. 





L. 1. and Vermont 


We are indebted to Henry Nye, 
superintendent of the Bayard Cut- 
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ting Arboretum, for an inscribed 
copy of “Early History of Berlin, 
Vt., 1763-1820,” by Mary Greene 
Nye. We note that Judge Theo- 
dorus Van Wyck, born in 1697 at 
Hempstead, was a leader in the 
settlement of that border town 
which figured in so much litigation 
between Vermont, New Hampshire 
and New York. The Judge’s prin- 
cipal home was at Fishkill, N. Y., 
where he died 1776 and where the 
building still stands as an historic 
landmark, 

















SOUTH SIDE 
— BANK 


BRENTWOOD 
Suffolk & 4th 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


ESTABLISHED 1887 





BAY SHORE 
Main & Bay Shore Av. 
Phone BA 7-7100 














Bailey’s Long Island History 


A limited number of sets of 
the Long Island History, com- 
piled by Paul Bailey and pub- 
lished in 1949 by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Com- 
pany of New York, has been 
made available through the 
Long Island Forum at one- 
third off the publishers’ price. 


This drastic reduction from 
the original price of $46.50 is 
made possible by eliminating 
volume 3 which consists en- 
tirely of biographical sketches. 

Volumes 1 and 2: comprise 
the complete History as com- 
piled by Editor Bailey and 
written by leading authorities 
in every field, consisting of 
more than 1000 pages, 43 
chapters and 200 illustrations. 


These handsomely printed 
and bound deluxe books (size 
8x1034, inches) will be sent, 
while they last, in the same 
order that applications are re- 
ceived. Price $30. 

Besides the complete history 
of the island, from its discov- 
ery, including chapters on geo- 


logy and archaeology, there 
are separate chapters on each 
of the towns in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, the history 
of the leading church denom- 
inations, whaling, fishing, 
shell fisheries, agriculture, 
medicine, banking, education, 
aviation and many other sub- 
jects. 

Long Island Birdlife is com- 
piled by Edwin Way Teale, 
nationally known authority; 
the island’s mammals, by Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Cornell zoolo- 
gist. The most extensive cov- 
erage of the island’s Indians 
ever printed was prepared by 
John H. Morice. Among the 
authors represented are J. 
Russel Sprague, Dr. Oscar G. 
Darlington, Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood, Miss Jaccaueline 
Overton, Rev. John K. Sharp, 
Chester R. Blakelock, Osborn 
Shaw, Herbert F. Ricard, 
Preston R. Bassett, Robert R. 
Coles, Halsey B. Knapp, 
Nancy Boyd Willey, Mary E. 
Bell—in all more than forty 
such authorities. 


Address: LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Amityville, N. Y. 


Tel. AMityville 4-0554 
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“Year Without Summer” 


Paul Bailey’s article in his syn- 
dicated column regarding “the year 
without a summer” of 1816 recalls 
an anecdote I heard my grand- 
mother relate. Her father died in 
July of that year and one night 
during his illness they went into 
the yard about 2 a. m. to get plan- 
tain leaves for some medicinal pur- 
pose and found them frozen stiff. 

Also, some years ago I saw an 
account of that season in a Ver- 
mont paper in which was stated 
that in the June snowstorm which 
Mr. Bailey mentioned, a farmer in 
that state was frozen to death 
while going to get his sheep. 

A. B. Roberts 
Windham, Ct. 





John Tooker Recalls 


When Capt. Eugene S. Griffing 
writes for the Forum he is almost 
certain to stir up memories of the 
three years that I spent in Green- 
port (1893 to 1896). In the Gard- 
iners Island story in the July 1955 
number he mentions the name of 
F. Augustus Schermerhorn who 
was leasing the hunting privileges 
on the Island at that time. His big 
black steam yacht Freelance was 
often seen in Greenport harbor, at 
anchor, or perhaps on the ways of 


the Smith & Terry shipyard for an 
overhauling. I have been on board 
her several times to help on repair 
jobs. Capt. Horace Vail of East 
Marion was in command of the 
yacht at that time and her Chief 
Engineer was Chesman W. Thorne 
of Greenport. 

Mr. Thorne was an expert ma- 
chinist and Mr. Hedges always al- 
lowed him to use the shop tools to 
make his own repairs. In later 
years, and in partnership with 
one of the Greenport Tuthills, he 
ran a machine shop of his own in 
Greenport. His son was in com- 
mand of The United States Coast 
Guard Academy at New London, 
Conn., at one time. Mr. Thorne died 
in Greenport a few years ago. 

John Tooker, Babylon 


Little Known Wreck 


A wreck that seems to have 
escaped the historians was that of 
the 800-ton ship Persian which the 
Illustrated News of May 7, 1853 
says “was wrecked some days 
since under circumstances of com- 
bined carelessness and want of 
nautical calculation which are in- 
deed truly surprising’. 

Built at Newburyport, Maine, 
and owned in Baltimore, the ves- 
sel came ashore at Fire Island 
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while enroute for New York from 
Le Havre, France. Her 175 pas- 
sengers were principally French 
immigrants. According to the 
above periodical, which carried an 
artist’s sketch of the wreck show- 
ing the removal of cargo directly 
into wagons from the high and 
dry ship, the vessel stranded on a 
calm and pleasant night. The crew 
were discussing the breakers which 
lay ahead when the ship struck, 
while the captain and mate were 
below decks. 


All the crew and passengers 
were saved and shelters were 
erected from wreckage when a 
severe storm struck, driving the 
vessel broadside upon the beach. 
Following the storm a hole was 
cut through the Persian’s side and 
her cargo removed. 

John B. Shiel 
Glen Head 


In quoting from island weeklies 
of 100 years and more ago, Robert 
R. Coles gave some real everyday 
history in the June Forum. Rachel 
P. Slocum, Bridgeport, Ct. 


Wanted 


GRANDMOTHER’S CLOCK 
LONG ISLAND FORUM 






























* Special Checking Accounts 
* Regular Checking Accounts 
* Savings Accounts 

* Safe Deposit Boxes 

* Mortgage Loans 

* Commercial Loans 
Insurance Loans 

* Tax Loans 

Personal Loans 

Automobile Loans 
Appliance Loans 











First Suffolk National Bank 


SEVEN CONVENIENT OFFICES 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
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SAVE CARRYING, HANGING TIME 
SAVE % OF YOUR IRONING TIME 
SAVE WAITING—GAS DRYERS ARE 
FASTEST BY FAR 









0 Y 0 


Get a 





) ) 0 U U 4 (} 4 'B, 
0 Automatic Clothes Dryer 
Automatic washing machines are 
ee eared just half a modern laundry. 
aint You're still dependent on good 
weather—need extra hours of 
time—without an automatic 
dryer. Get a GAS dryer—it’s 
fastest and most economical. It 
gets clothes soft and fluffy—many 
need no ironing. 


ONLY GAS DRIES SO FAST 
COSTS SO LITTLE 









CO 0) 
4 4 ox 000N . Wash days become wash minutes 
%, Uf } \ 0 ... your laundry becomes truly 
"¢ 000% automatic! 
& > 


4 ipping, St . 
4N SUNSHINE, No Fading, WhiPPID& *lretching 


AND NOW’S THE TIME to install a new automatic GAS dryer. Now, before 
winter’s cold sets in, rid yourself of those cold, miserable outdoor clothes drying 
chores. With an automatic GAS clothes dryer you can dry your washes any time, 
any day regardless of the weather. 


Get full details and demonstration at your local appliance dealer's, 
plumber’s shop or at our local business office. 


For hotter water, whiter washes also ask us about liberal terms for 
buying or renting an Automatic Gas Water Heater. 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 
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For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other functtons 
Modern Rooms and Suites 
Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and 800 














Wining and Dining 


in the Continental Tradition, 
superb, leisurely, inexpensive, 
will be yours to enjoy, at the 
entirely new 


RENDEZVOUS 


Restaurant 
292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 


Phone AMityville 4-9768 











Complete Line of Condiments for the 


Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 


STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


Tels. 24%: Night 891 


Hotel and Restaurant Trade 


Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 











visit CASA BASSO 224 


Enroute to the Hamptons 
on Montauk Highway 


Enjoy the Best 
Luncheon and Dinner 


Westhampton 4-1841 
Closed on Mondays 














Our August Cover 


We here at Bowne House are de- 
lighted that the water color by 
Cyril A. Lewis of our Shrine to 
Keugious Freedom occupies the 
place of honor on your front 
cover of the August 1955 issue 
of the Long Island }'orum. 

Your article (by Dr. Chas. A. 
Huguenin) about Maud Muller 
and Mary Bowne and Mr. Robert 
R. Coles’ account of the Early 
Quakers and Mighty Oaks are 
most important and interesting. 

Charles S. Colden 

Note: Supreme Court Justice 
Golden has long served as presi- 
dent of The Bowne House Histori- 
cal Society which maintains the 
ancient building (1661) at Flush- 
ing, Editor. 


Two Ancestral Signers 


As two of my ancestors were 
signers, Robert Morris of Virginia 
and Gouvenier Morris of New 
York, I am interested in reading 
Dorothy Horton McGee’s “Famous 
Signers of the Declaration” which 
please send. 

I made a very historical trip last 
May to the home of my great- 
grandfather, Governor Thomas 
Worthington, at Chillicothe, Ohio. 
The Ohio Historical Society has 
taken over the place, known as 
Adena, as a shrine and I took 
many things that belonged to the 
Worthington family to be pre- 
served in this one-time home of 
my great-grandsire who is known 
as “the Father of Ohio”. 

Eleanor Worthington Penn 
New London, Conn. 

Note: Mrs. Penn, a _ long-time 
Forum reader, is the widow of 
Arthur A. Penn, author of “Smil- 
ing Through” which he composed 
on a LIRR train while he and 
Mrs. Penn were residents of Bay- 
side in Queens County. Mrs. Penn 
is also a member of the island’s 
Onderdonk family. Editor. 


Correction: Hosford-Horsford 

Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood, our 
senior editor, has called attention 
to the name of Dr. N. S. Hosford 
being used instead of that of Dr. 
Eben Norton Horsford in Dr. John 
C. Huden’s article in the August 
issue on William Wallace Tooker, 
Algonkinist. The error has been 
made time and again since the 
Brooklyn Eagle committed it away 
back on September 10, 1911. 

Dr. Wood has written an article 
on Dr. Eben Norton Horsford, a 
summer resident of Shelter Island, 


which we plan to use _ shortly. 
Editor. 








“Willie and Herman’s” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 
Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 











For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 


OAKDALE 
Phone SAyville 4-0248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 











HARBOR LIGHT 
RESTAURANT 


EXCELLENT CUISINE 
Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 
AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 
Dawes Avenue 
and George Brown Plaza 


Amityville (East) 

















pangs 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INC. 
AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
BLUE POINT 




















YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 


LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 


in the restful comfort of 


‘Ohe Hospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skillfully prepared and promptly served, 


is primed to meet the better taste. 


123 Louden Avenue 


“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO’VE TRIED IT” 


Tel. AMityville 4-4000 


Amityville, L. I. 




















